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A BIRTH AND A PROMISE 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Matthew 24:1-14 

Jesus Foretells Destruction of the Temple 

24 Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him 

the buildings of the temple. 2 But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not? 

Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be 

thrown down.” 

Signs of the End of the Age 

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, 

when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the 

age?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. 5 For many will 

come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. 6 And you will 

hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, 

but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, 

and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are but the 

beginning of the birth pains. 

9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated 

by all nations for my name's sake. 10 And then many will fall away[a] and betray one 

another and hate one another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many 

astray. 12 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 

13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom 

will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the 

end will come. 

 

 

DECEMBER 2, 2015 

FIRST WEDNESDAY OF ADVENT 



 
2 

 

“All these are the beginning of the birth pains.” (Matthew 24:8) 

 

In 1987, Linda and I made a promise. She was pregnant with our first child. We were living 

in Ojai, California at the time. For her pre-natal check-ups, Linda was seeing Dr. Mary Dial, 

who was also a good friend and a member of our church. Mary was a licensed 

obstetrician, so we anticipated that she would be the doctor to deliver our baby. But one 

day Mary and her husband Lanyard invited us over to their house, and that’s when we 

made a promise. That day at their home, Mary informed us that she could no longer 

afford liability insurance for delivering babies. She gave us the option of going with a 

different OB. Or, she could still do the delivery, but only if we would promise not to sue her 

if anything went wrong in the labor or the delivery. Linda and I really wanted Mary to 

deliver our baby. We made that promise, and Mary and Lanyard accepted it.  

 

It was a birth promise that made no sense. It was quite a risk for all four of us. It was a risk 

of love. If anything went wrong that ended up being Mary’s fault, we had just elected to 

forego getting any money needed for the baby’s long-term care. They had accepted 

our verbal promise, without having us sign any kind of document. 

 

So, we four would wait for the birth pains to begin. We would prepare for the baby’s 

arrival as much as possible, but we could not prepare for every eventuality. We would 

wait and love and trust that our loving one another would prove to be right thing to do.  

 

You and I are waiting. We are waiting and lovingly preparing to celebrate the fulfillment 

of a birth promise -- the birth of our Savior in Bethlehem 2000 years ago. Part of that 

preparing is just getting together for worship and lunches.  

 

We are waiting also for the end of the age, for the fulfillment of a different birth promise. 

We are waiting for the end of the birth pains, for the age that is to come to fully arrive. 

Jesus promised us that He would return. We are preparing for that as much as is possible, 

but we can’t anticipate every eventuality.  
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Jesus says there will be wars, famines, earthquakes, persecution, false prophets, and the 

loss of love. Specifically He says, “The love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm 

to the end will be saved.” We do either one or the other. Either our love, for friends and 

strangers and enemies, grows cold, or we will stand firm to the end, ready to welcome 

Jesus. We cannot do both. That’s how it was between us and Mary and Lanyard. We 

could either sue them or stand by them. We couldn’t do both.   

 

But love in these last days, Jesus says, will grow cold because of the increase of 

wickedness. Lawlessness. Lawlessness gives birth to distrust. Distrust gives birth to self-

protection. When we are in self-protect mode, then to do the loving thing seems way too 

risky. To do the loving thing doesn’t make sense to us. To do the loving thing seems to us 

to be wrong, not right. Self-protect mode gives birth to love growing cold and not 

standing firm to the end. 

 

However, Jesus makes us a birth promise in which we do now stand… a birth promise that 

makes no sense. He says that by water and the Spirit we are born again. We have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through whom we have gained access through 

faith into this grace in which we now stand. God has promised you, that through your 

faith in Jesus, faith He gave you in the rebirth of Holy Baptism, that you will have a place 

with Him in the age to come. He will not “sue” you. 

 

That promise is built upon other promises God made in which He was right. He promised 

to send His Son, the child that was to be named Immanuel, God with us. He was right. He 

promised that His Son would die for the world’s sins, like a lamb led to the slaughter. He 

was right. He promised that His Son would rise again in three days even as the great fish 

vomited out Jonah after three days. He was right. Jesus promised that the temple would 

be destroyed within the disciples’ generation, the beginning of the birth pains, not one 

stone would be left upon another. He was right.  

 

And He has promised you will have eternal life.  
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I am glad that the promise Linda and I made to Mary and Lanyard was not put to the 

test. Phil’s birth was successful. No doubt, though, our actions will put God’s promise to 

the test. Yet, He still promises you eternal life. No one can snatch you out of His hand. The 

Lord has promised you, that in spite of every eventuality, including the love of most 

growing cold, you are His own and always will be.  

 

Jesus will return. He will be right. He will prove that it is right for you to love the friend, the 

stranger, and the enemy. More importantly, His love for you will help you to love.  

 

Amen 

 


